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Youth Sunday Homilies

delivered by David Eldridge and Drew Graham

The move to the paint store has been exciting, as well as hard on our spirits. Losing a priest and trying to find a new one, planning construction on the new church, and having to find new places to have time honored traditions has been tough. But through all the hardships, we have never lost faith in our ability to rely on one another for fellowship.  Both of us have come to see this, through the years that we have been in this church. And we have come to learn from that by using it in our daily lives. Now, we would each like to tell a story or two about how this church helped us grow and how it is now helping us take the next big step.

David Eldridges’s Part:

When I moved to Memphis, I wondered if my life would go down the drain. I had just left so much behind in Texas, and I was very nervous. Then my family visited a wonderful church called St. Elisabeth’s. They welcomed us with open arms and open hearts. These people accepted us on the spot and a bond was formed -  a family bond. With this church’s love and support, I felt more confident and was able to try things I would normally try to avoid. I was now relaxed enough to join clubs at school and do more in scouts -  like working with the young scouts. I began to volunteer for some of the tough jobs in my school choir and help others in my spare time (with my moms help of course). All of these things make me feel great. It’s the same feeling I get every Sunday as I step inside the warm and friendly atmosphere of St. Elisabeth’s. 

This church has taught me so much in the years that I have been here. You taught me to be considerate toward others, to offer a helping hand when I can, and to not take myself too seriously. You also encouraged and mentored me: you helped me feel included, even in the worship service, by training me as an acolyte; a St. Elisabeth’s scholarship to The Royal School of Church Music jumped-started my music career (service can be fun!); the adult choir not only tolerated me as a youngster, but also embraced, supported, and nurtured me (even though they wouldn’t let me drink at the parties, and they stifled my Bass notes and kept me as a Tenor!) 

Yes, St. E’s has taught me many things(St. E’s taught me forgiveness(..I forgive you Jack Nelson(because even though the entire state of Tennessee knows me as a Bass, in my heart I will always be a St. E’s Tenor. You also taught me compassion and to reach out to others, when I crushed my back and you visited me.  I learned the power of working together when we fed the homeless in teams. This church taught me commitment when I was confirmed by the bishop.  At Happening, my faith was deepened, my humor sharpened and I learned to speak about my faith to strangers – something I never would have done before.  And always(there was God and prayer(always( people showing me God’s love and support(praying with me, praying for me, and helping me (and all of us) make it through the tough times. 

Without this church’s love and help, I would never have made it to Eagle Scout, never gotten into singing for some of the greatest choirs in Tennessee (like St. E’s); never become the graduating senior standing before you today. Thank you for allowing someone like myself to join such a great group of people, because I have had the privilege of being with the best, right here in this paint store. You’ve loved me, no matter what.  And isn’t that the definition of a Christian or a church? Even though I’ll be going away to a different state, I’ll be carrying with me the values that I’ve learned here at St. E’s to college and beyond.  And I know that with God’s help and your prayers, I’ll make it.

Thanks for putting up with my silly nametags and may the Lord be always with you.
Drew Graham’s Homily  
The Lord be with you...

Jesus tells the disciples in the Gospel today that he will be leaving and going to a place where they cannot follow him.  He has led them as far as he can lead them and where he is going, they cannot go.  They must stand on their own and rely on his teachings.  As we grow and go away, it is the same for us.

As much as you would like to follow, we must stand on our own and rely on what we have learned......okokokok, we may have to call home for pointers once in a while. You have all watched me grow and grow and grow, spiritually and physically. Today is youth Sunday and because of that it means its time for David and I to give our final words to you as EYC members and as graduating seniors about to take the next step in life, or as some people call it college. 

As I think about college I think about my life here as a member of St. Elisabeths. I think about acolyting and about chuck and andy who were always helpful and nice in showing me what to do even if I didn’t know how to say lavabo. I think about lent and how this year I gave up meat on Wednesdays and Fridays with the help of broccoli and cheese soup from Eleanor and Jimmy. I think of Gretchen and the EYC and the trips we’ve done together and the good times we had together even if we now all have a phobia against snakes and raccoons. I think about martin playing the happy birthday song on the piano with Gary Hager singing.  I think about looking over at my Mom & Dad for approval when I ring the bell during the Eucharist. AND It’s not Christmas without Judy & Shannon Tucker singing O Holy Night.  

I think about, well I think about a lot of things but they all seem to have a common theme with the gospel for today and that is you may not be able to come to college with me physically but, you’ll be there with me because of what you have taught me as a congregation and that is to love your neighbor, help the helpless, and participate in Christmas parades even if you have to wear an itchy king suit in 30 degree weather.  

